Vineyard Church North October 26, 2008

Week—7

The Shack - Are You Sure You Want to be the Judge?

. WELCOME (30 minutes)

Start on time; it'll be easier to end on time (something professionals and moms with kids in school will
appreciate about your leadership).

You go first. Answer the question: Tell us of a time when your initial judgment of a person or a situation
turned out to be entirely wrong. Leaders, take some time before group and think of a time in which you
judged someone unfairly. Don’t get religious! Remember: your honesty sets the tone for your group. Ask
group members fo briefly describe the high points and low points of their week.

Ask if there are any questions about the growth partnerships. Did any of the partners mest? Ask how it
went. Does anyone in the group tonight still need a growth partner? Remind everyone that all of the growth
partners should be meeting every week to talk about the two or three growth suggestions that hold the
most promise for personal growth. As well, growth partners have been invited to launch into a prayer

experiment in which they are praying daily about one thing for each other for eight weeks.

Conclude by praying for the group. Pray for God's blessing on your evening together.

2.  WORD (45 minutes)

LEADERSHIP NQTE: In chapter eleven of The Shack, Mack has a conversation with Sophia (Wisdom) about
his judgments of other people and God. During the conversation he realizes that his judgements are foolish
because his ability to understand situations is so limited. The goal of this weeks discussion is not to chastise
our members about their judgements, but rather to give them an opportunity to lay aside their judgements and
embrace God’s call to love the people around them.

Take time to invite one of the ‘readers’ in your group’ to read aloud page 157-161 (to the line: “He didn't feel
like a judge at all, but rather the one on trial.”) - Mack’s conversation with Sophia about judgement.

What came to your mind when you read this chapter? Did God bring any specific people or situations
to your mind that you have made yourself the judge over?

Read Matthew 7.1-6. What part of the Ray’s talk last Sunday have stayed with you this week?

The God who wants to connect with us is more than a comforter, healer, and cook. He is the Judge of All. This
message challenged us all to recognize the sinful tendency we all have to act as though we have the right and
ability to judge everyone and everything—even God. This was the temptatlon that Satan laid before Eve, and
he still whispers it into our ears today.

What do you think Jesus means when he says, “Do not judge”? Is there ever a time to judge?

Devaluing others by judging them is not the same thing as recognizing weaknesses, or discerning failures, or
calling attention to dangers. In verses 15-20, Jesus urges his listeners to be discerning about false teaching

and to identify false prophets. God's people should be clear thinking, discerning, courageous students of life
and Scripture who are willing to speak out about the problems and dangers they see.



What is the difference between discernment and devaluing. Discernment allows us to see the areas of
error, brokenness and dangers in someone else’s lives. When used in a Godly manner, discernment is a
wonderful gift from the Lord that allows us to partner with God in helping lead and encourage a brother or sister
o greater maturity.

Devaluing is deciding that the people you are judging aren't worth respecting, loving, forgiving, helping, or
serving because they are wrong about something high on our list of personal values. When we judge other
people, we decide (consciously or not) that these people are fundamentally different than us. Their needs and
problems, hopes and dreams aren't any concern of ours. We decide that theirs lives and ministries, their
beliefs and priorities, their families and careers are worth less than ours. In fact, we treat them like they are
worth-less . . . WORTHLESS . . . to us. We feel free to slander them, or withhold our help and support. We
feel free to hold on to our disappointment in them until it distills into bitterness and we become negative,
detached people. We feel free to separate from them, abandon them, and move ahead in life without them . . .
these people God created and loves, these people Jesus came to reconcile and save, these people who are
pretty much just like us (whose weaknesses, muddled thinking, personal failings, sins aren't a lot worse than
our own).

How do you act towards someone you have judged? Do you mock them? Do you gossip and slander
them? Do you ignore them? Do you scoff at their lives and ideas? How do you devalue them through
your judgement?

Leaders take this time to help your group see (and admit) how destructive their judgement is to the people they
judge. Some of us are aggressive and we attack the person face to face and ‘get our feelings off our chest".
Others of us are more passive aggressive and we talk about them behind their backs. Still others of us simply
ignore them and cut them out of our lives. Sadly this has been seen as a Godly way of living (if you don’t have
anything nice to say ...), but even ignoring someone because of judgement is not a Godly response to a
situation.

Jesus calls people who place themselves in judgement over other people ‘hypocrites’. Yikes! Is there
arnryone in your life that you have been acting like a hypocrite (devaluing them) towards? If so, how
could you change your relationship with them to better reflect Jesus’ attitude towards them?

One of the greatest tools that we have in our evangelism tool-belt is our ability to ask for forgiveness. When
we, as Jesus Foilowers, trust in God's grace, humble ourselves and ask the forgiveness of those we have
sinned against they have the chance to see real life transformation at work. Take a moment and brainstorm
with your group about what God could do if they stopped being the judge of the people in their lives (family,
neighbors, coworkers, etc.) and instead chose to move toward them in humility.

3.  WORSHIP (20 minutes)

o CHOOSE SOME SONGS THAT ARE UPBEAT. Prepare two to three consecutive songs from one music
CD. Before your group meets. Find songs that are familiar and easily singable. Make up song sheets with
lyrics that are at least 11-12 points in size.

o Explain that weekly meetings will include worship, usually with recorded music. Worship helps us turn God-
ward in our focus. It renews our faith, softens our hearts, and refreshes our vision.

o Invite several people to begin worship by praising God for some of the good things he has done in their
lives. When two or three people have prayed, start the music.

© Turn up your CD player, stereo . . . so loud that everyone can sing without hearing their own voice stand
out.



o During worship, ask God to give you some prophetic insights into your group members. When worship
concludes, share these prophetic words as blessings. Let the group know that in the weeks ahead, you
hope that all of them will use the worship time to listen for encouraging, prophetic words they can with
fellow group members. You can lead your group into prophetic, Spirit-filled worship!

4.  WIND (25 minutes)

o Ask if there is anyone who is sick or in need of physical healing. If there is, take time to pray as a group for
them. Use the 5-step Vineyard prayer model. Use this as a time to build one another up. Encourage people
to open their eyes and watch for the Holy Spirit and to open their ears to see if Jesus will give them a word
of knowledge for the person. This Is our practice time!

o Make room for the gifts of the Spirit to flow—prophetic words, mercy, words of wisdom and counsel,
exhortations to faith and obhedience, serving, and so on. Invite the entire group io participate in ministry—
with their eyes open. Model and explain the Vineyard healing prayer model.
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